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@ Aluminum recovery system. 

@ A system for separating ferrous and non- 
ferrous metals and non-metals has a first elec- 
tronically activated electromagnetic phase lock 
loop separator and a second electromagnetic 
eddy current separator in a single enclosure. 
Anti-bounce curtains are incorporated into both 
separators to prevent missed detections from 
items which have bounced out of detection 
range. The phase lock loop separator has a two 
stage stepped slide to improve accuracy and 
employs detector coils in a staggered relation- 
ship on opposite sides of the slide to reduce 
crosstalk. The eddy current electromagnetic 
separator has a magnet coil fonned by twisting 
individual strands of insulated wire to fonn a 
wire rope whtoh is inserted into cooling pas- 
sages having a low electrical conductivity cool- 
ing medium. A metal detector coil used to 
activate the magnet when metal is detected has 
an improved "figure eight" geometry which 
results in a near zero magnetic field in the 
interior portion of the coil. This allows the coll 
to be located directly over the strongest field 
region of the magnet, thus reducing timing 
errors in firing the nriagnet. 
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Background of the Invention 

Field of the Invention 

The Invention relates to the separation of mate- 
rials of different components. In particular, the inven- 
tion relates to the separation and classification of ma- 
terials based on their electrical properties. The inven- 
tion is of particular importance in the separation of 
particles in a mixture of ferrous and non-ferrous met- 
allic and non-metallic particles. For example, the in- 
vention Is useful for the recovery of such articles from 
solid waste material. 

Description of the Related Art 

In numerous applications, In particular for sorting 
recyclable materials, it Is desirable to separate partic- 
les in a mixture of ferrous and non-ferrous metals and 
non-metallic constituents. Earlier solid waste materia) 
treatment systems generally employed a series of 
metal and glass separation steps after shredding and 
air classification. An electromagnetic eddy current 
materials separator was disclosed by Sommer in U.S. 
Patent 4,069,145, which is incorporated herein by ref- 
erence. An electromagnet is energized by current 
pulses, pulsing the magnet several times. This caus- 
es eddy currents to be developed in particles in the 
field of influence of the magnet. As a result, a repul- 
sive force, which varies directly with the conductivity 
of the material, is developed between the magnet and 
the particles. The momentum with which the partic- 
les are repelled from the magnet varies directly with 
the number of current pulses occurring while each 
partlde is within the magnefs field of Influence. 

While eddy current principles were know prior to 
U.S. Patent 4,069,145 earlier systems used a single, 
relatively large current pulse to activate the eddy cur- 
rent magnet. It was known that a rapid change in cur- 
rent through an inductor would produce a magnetic 
field whose flux would be cut by any material lying 
within the resulting magnetic field. Since the flux va- 
ries with time and any conductive material within the 
field cannot link such a time varying flux, an eddy cur- 
rent is produced in the conductive material so as to 
produce a zero net flux passing through the material. 
This eddy current has a magnetic field associated 
with it which exerts a repelling force on the first mag- 
neticf ield. If the electromagnet is f bced in positton and 
the other material is free to move, the material in 
which the eddy current has been induced will be re- 
pelled from the magnet. The repulsive force varies di- 
rectly with the value of the eddy current which, de- 
pends, among other things, upon the electrical con- 
ductivity of the material. In order to improve effective- 
ness and efficiency of repulsion of non-ferrous mate- 
rials by the eddy current magnet, U.S. Patent 
4,069,145 discloses using a plurality of relatively low 



amplitude current pulses to activate the magnet, rath- 
er than a single large current pulse. Such low current 
pulses are typically too small to give rise to sufficient 
repulsive force to affect separation of non-ferrous 
5 material from a feedstream. However, the cumulative 
effect of the plurality of successive pulses is sufficient 
to affect separatbn of non-ferrous metal from the 
feedstream. 

U.S. Patent 4,031,004 to Sommer, also incorpo- 

10 rated herein by reference, discloses a feed system for 
such an electromagnetic eddy current separator. The 
trajectory of the feed stock Is mechanically altered by 
a deceleration slide so that the feed stock material, in- 
cluding the non-ferrous metals therein, enters the re- 
ts glon of strongest influence of the magnetic field on a 
course parallel to the face of the eddy current mag- 
net. This causes non-ferrous metals, such as flat- 
tened aluminum cans, to align themselves on the de- 
celeration slide and maximize their area of cross sec- 

20 tion to the perpendicular component of the magnetic 
field of the eddy current magnet during their entry to 
the region of strongest influence of the magnette 
field. This results in the non-ferrous metal being 
ejected from the region of the strongest influence of 

25 the magnetic field on a trajectory that provides a 
more posith^e and efficient separation of the alumi- 
num can from the feedstream. 

Other processes for separating ferrous and non- 
ferrous metallic and non-metallic particles in a mix- 

30 ture of particles include a detection system using a 
coil and a phase-lock loop (PLL), as disclosed In U.S. 
Patent 4,541, 530 and 4,718,559, both to Kenny et al., 
both incorporated herein by reference. In this sys- 
tem., a phase-lock loop circuit and a coil circuit form 

35 a feedback loop, which enables the coil to be driven 
at a natural electrical resonant frequency of the detec- 
tor coil Inductance and a parallel tank circuit capaci- 
tance. The value of the coil inductance changes as a 
function of proximity of an electrical conductor. As a 

40 result, the operating frequency of the phase-lock loop 
circuit changes to follow the natural tank frequency. 
During the frequency change interval, the phase-lock 
loop circuit produces an error signal which can be 
used to activate an extraction or separating mecha- 

45 nism. One such extraction mechanism Is an air valve 
located downstream from the detection coil and acti- 
vated after an appropriate time delay, based on the 
distance between the coil and the air valve, to cause 
one type of material to be ejected. Only rapid changes 

50 in frequency are allowed to activate the air valve so 
that the proximity of stationary electrical conductors 
does not significantly reduce the sensitivity of the de- 
tection system. 

Kenny '530 and Kenny '559 both disclose that 

55 such a system could be used as a mid-step in a proc- 
ess which begins with homogenizing and magnetical- 
ly treating components of the waste, and ends with 
isolating the metallic concentrate as a high-purity 
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metal fraction. The high-purity aluminum may then be 
isolated using the separation process described In 
U.S. Patent 4.069.045. 

While Kenny '530 and '559 state that the system 
disclosed therein can be combined with that dis- 
closed in U.S. Patent 4,069,145, numerous practical 
difficulties exist. These include the difficulty of inter- 
connecting two such systems in separate enclosures 
and collecting the concentrate produced by the 
phase-lock loop based system and conveying it to the 
high-purity separator of Sommer. In addition, there is 
no provision for eliminating larger items which can 
jam the conveyer of the high-purity separator. More- 
over, both systems fail to provide for minimizing the 
effects of bouncing materials which can cause eddy 
current metal detectors to miss aluminum cans in the 
feed material If they bounce too far above the surfac- 
es of slide carrying the materials and around which 
detectors are mounted. Moreover, the efficiency of 
separation, as a result of the mechanical configura- 
tion of such systems, has been less than desired. 

System efficiency and sensitivity has also been 
reduced by cross talk between coils in the phase-lock 
loop systems. In addition, such systems are subject 
to tuning drift as a result of thermal effects on the cir- 
cuitry. 

In high-purity separation systems, the metal de- 
tection coil has heretofore been placed nearly a foot 
upstream from the eddy current magnet to protect the 
inductive pick-up coil from damage by the intense 
magnetic fields generated at the magnet. This ar- 
rangement has the disadvantage that the time be- 
tween detection of aluminum cans and firing of the 
magnet is sufficiently long that variations in feed ma- 
terial speed significantly affect performance of the 
system. In addition, while this distant placement of 
the detection coil reduces inductive pickup, a level of 
pickup still exists, particularly when metal in the feed 
stream distorts the magnetic field from the magnet. 

Problems have arisen in high-purity separators 
as a result of magnet design. It is desirable to con- 
struct high efficiency magnets which are easily 
cooled. Finally, it is desirable to simplify the drive cir- 
cuitry used for the eddy current electromagnet of the 
high-purity separator. 

Summary and Objects of the Invention 

In view of the above limitations of the related art, 
it is an object of the Invention to provide a system in 
which a phase-lock loop electronically activated sep- 
arator is assembled in a single enclosure with a high- 
purity magnetic separator employing eddy current 
separation methods. 

It is a further object of the inventbn to provide a 
live edge roller at the edge of a conveyer to collect 
concentrate firom the phase-lock loop separator to be 
conveyed to a high-purity separator. 



It is a still further object of the invention to provide 
a bar screen over the conveyer which collects con- 
centrate from the phase-lock loop separator to elim- 
inate larger items which can jam the conveyer and the 

5 high-purity separator. 

It is still another object of the-lnventlon to mini- 
mize bouncing of materials as they are fed onto the 
slides of the phase-lock loop and high-purity separa- 
tors using, for example, anti-bounce curtains. 

10 It is still another object of the invention to Improve 

the efficiency of the phase-lock loop system by mak- 
ing the angle of inclination of the slide assembly ad- 
justable to maximize efficiency, and to incorporate a 
two stage slide having a step at the end of the first 

15 Stage to cause materials to tumble without bouncing, 
so as to reposition materials not detected by the first 
stage within the feed. 

It Is a still further object of the Invention to max- 
imize the transfer of momentum from air valves to the 

20 objects being ejected by constructing the air paths 
through the nozzle to be of equal effective length. 

It is a further object of the invention to reduce 
cross talk among eddy current coils of the phase-lock 
loop separator by staggering the coils across the 

25 slide. 

It is still another object of the invention to reduce 
thermally or otherwise Induced frequency drift ef- 
fects in the eddy current metal resonance circuit by 
incorporating a self-tuning capability which switches 

30 capacitors in and out of the circuit to maintain the res- 
onant frequency within a narrow band about an opti- 
mum frequency. 

It is still another object of the invention to improve 
the accuracy of the timing between detection and 

35 magnet firing in the high-purity separator. 

It is a still further object of the invention to main- 
tain the net magnetic field within the interior region of 
the metal detection coil at nearly zero, to minimize in- 
ductive pickup by the detection coil from the magnet. 

40 A still further object of the invention is to place 
the face portion of the eddy current magnet so that 
the magnetic field from the magnet experiences a 
spatial reversal within the interior region of the detec- 
tion coll. 

45 It Is still a further object of the invention to form 

the detection coil in a geometry that causes cancel- 
lation of Inductive pickup. 

It is still another object of the invention to form 
the detectton coll in a "figure eight" geometry in which 

50 inductive pickup of one of the loops of the figure eight 
adds to and cancels the inductive ptokup from the 
other loop of the "figure eight." 

It is a still further object of the invention to provide 
an improved magnet design for a high-purity separa- 

55 tor Incorporated with an elecb-onically activated sep- 
arator. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide 
an Improved eddy current magnet Incorporating a 
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wire rope made from a plurality of strands of Individual 
wires insulated from each other. 

It is still another object of the invention to cool 
such an eddy current magnet in a cooling medium of 
very low electrical conductivity. 

A still further object of the invention is to prevent 
inductive loss of energy from an eddy current magnet, 
for example, using a casing of nonconductive materi- 
al. 

It is a stilt further object of the invention to provide 
an eddy current electromagnet drive circuit of re- 
duced complexity which is less expensive to assenv 
ble than those of conventional designs. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

The Invention Is disclosed in detail with reference 
to the figures In which: 

Figure 1 shows an overall system diagram ac- 
cording to the invention; 

Figure 2 illustrate a prior art electronically activat- 
ed non-ferrous metals separator 
Figure 3 is an electrical block diagram of the prior 
art electronically activated detector shown in Fig- 
ure 2; 

Figure 4 shows an electronically activated sepa- 
rating portion of a system according to the inven- 
tion; 

Figure 5 is a detailed view of an adjustable slide 
assembly of the electronically activated separat- 
ing system of the Invention; 
Figure 6 is a top view of a stage of the slide as- 
sembly of the electronically activated separating 
section showing staggered detection coils; 
Figure 7 Illustrates an air nozzle assembly of an 
ejection mechanism in the electronically activat- 
ed portion of the invention; 
Figure 8 illustrates a self-tuning circuit to reduce 
thermal effects causing drift of the resonant fre- 
quency of eddy current metal detection; 
Figure 9 Illustrates a prior art electromagnetic 
eddy current materials separator; 
Figure 10 is a profile of the magnitude of the 
square of the intensity of the perpendicular com- 
ponent of he magnetic field of the eddy current 
magnet as a function of position across the face 
of the magnet; 

Figure 11 shows a top view of the metal detector 
coil geometry of the invention; 
Figure 12 shows the magnetic field profile of the 
metal detector coil of the Invention in a side view 
of the coil placed over a portion of the face of the 
eddy current magnet; 

Figure 13a illustrates a prior art electromagnet; 
Figure 13b illustrates another prior art electro- 
magnet; 

Figure 14 Illustrates an electromagnet according 
to the invention for high purity electromagnetic 



separation; 

Figure 15 shows an electromagnet drive circuit 
according to the invention; 
Figure 16 shows a cross section of an electro- 
5 magnetic separating portion of the unit for high 

purity separation. 

The above and other objects of the invention are 
accomplished in an aluminum recovery system 
which, incorporates Improved phase-lock loop and 

10 high-purity separators in a single unit. Material includ- 
ing particles for separation, which may be, optionally, 
preprocessed to remove certain substances such as 
glass and the majority of ferrous materials, is routed 
to a first electronically activated separating portion 

IS operating in accordance with known phase-lock loop 
principles. Material is introduced onto a slide which 
has at least two stages so that materials, such as alu- 
minum cans, tumble without bouncing so as to be re- 
positioned within the feed if they are not detected by 

20 the first stage. The slide angle of inclination can be 
made adjustable and the conveyer inclined so that its 
angle is greater than the angle of repose of the ma- 
terial being fed. This causes piled material to fall back 
along the conveyer which provides a leveling action 

25 to improve performance. Anti-bounce curtains at the 
input of the acceleration slide minimize bouncing of 
materials to be separated as they are feed onto the 
slide. A live edge roller at the edge of the conveyor 
helps move the concentrate from the first separator 

30 to the second high-purity separator, which also incor- 
porates anti-bounce curtains. 

Within the f tret phase-lock loop separator, eddy 
current coils are staggered across the slide to opti- 
mize the signal to noise ratio and minimize cross talk 

35 between the coils, thereby improving the sensitivity 
for detection. A self-tuning circuit accounts for fire- 
quency drift in the eddy current metal detection res- 
onant circuit by switching capacitors in and out as re- 
quired to maintain the resonant frequency within a 

40 narrow range about an optimum frequency. 

In the high-purity detector, the metal detector coil 
is placed directly over the magnetic phase to improve 
the accuracy of the timing between material detec- 
tion, e.g., aluminum cans, and magnetic firing. The 

45 detectton coil is placed over a portion of the face of 
the eddy current magnet so that the magnetic field 
from the magnet undergoes a spatial revereal within 
the interior region of the detection coil. At any given 
time, the magnetic field within the interior region of 

50 the detection coil is nearly zero, thereby minimizing 
inductive pick up by the detectton coil from the mag- 
net. The metal detection coil incorporates a "figure 
eight" geometry to further minimize inductive pick up. 
The "figure eight" geometry acts so that any inductive 

55 pick up by one of the loops of the "figure eight" adds 
to cancel the inductive pick up from the other loop of 
the "figure eight." 

A multi-strand magnet according to the invention 
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is formed using individually insulated wires twisted to- 
gether to form a wire rope. The radius of a wire strand 
Is equal to the sicin depth of penetration of the elec- 
tromagnetic energy at the frequency of operation. 
The magnet Is cooled by bathing the multi-stranded 
wire rope in a cooling medium of very low electrical 
conductivity, such as deionlzed water or a mixture of 
deionized water and ethylene glycol. The magnet is 
cased in a nonconductive material to prevent induc- 
tive loss of energy while providing a conduit for the 
cooling medium. 

Finally, the inductive circuitry used for the eddy 
current magnet is a simple pumped resonant circuit 
employing a current limiting feed inductor, a high cur- 
rent silicon controlled rectifier (SCR) switch and as- 
sociated control circuitry, an eddy current magnet in- 
ductor, and an eddy current magnet resonance ca- 
pacitor. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

An apparatus for separating particles in a mixture 
of ferrous and non-ferrous metallic and non-metallic 
materials, according to the invention, has an intake 
disposed to receive the particles and deposit them on 
a first conveyor. The first conveyor delivers the par- 
ticles to a multi-stage slide in which the stages are 
disposed end-to-end. The particles fall from the con- 
veyor onto the first stage of the slide. Each additional 
stage of the slide is physically positioned in a discon- 
tinuous, stepped relationship with the preceding 
stage so that unejected particles from each stage 
tumble to the next succeeding stage of the multi-sta- 
ge slide. 

Each stage of the slide has a detector coil array. 
The inductance of a coil within the array changes de- 
pending on the proximity of non-ferrous materials. A 
circuit for generating a frequency phase error signal 
responds to the changing inductance of the coil and 
a particle renrioval mechanism is activated by the fre- 
quency phrase error signal to eject particles having 
previously determined properties. The ejected and 
unejected particles are then deposited In different lo- 
cations. 

Other features of the invention include anti- 
bounce curtains positioned at the first stage of the 
multi-stage slide to contact the particles entering the 
slide and reduce bouncing of the particles. The slope 
of the slide or its stages can be adjusted as can the 
angle of inclination of the conveyor. By adjusting the 
conveyor angle of inclination, particles pile on the 
conveyor and fall back to approximately the same 
vertical height. The particle removal mechanism is 
typically an air nozzle activated at a time relative to 
the phase error signal to eject predetermined partic- 
les into one of the deposit locations. The momentum 
imparted to the particles by each air nozzle is made 
approximately equal by equalizing the effective 



length of the air paths through respective nozzles. To 
Improve sensitivity, the multi-stage slide has a plur- 
ality of detector coils located on opposite sides of the 
slide in a staggered relationship laterally across from 

5 one another. The frequency phase error signal is gen- 
erated by a self-tuned resonant circuit which has a 
plurality of capacitors switched in and out to maintain 
a resonant frequency within a predefined range of a 
predetermined resonant frequency. As described 

10 above, this first portion of the apparatus can be used 
to separate metallic concentrate and deposit non- 
metallic residue in various deposit locations. 

A second portion of the apparatus can be used to 
effect a high-purity aluminum separation process. 

15 Metallic concentrate from the first portion of the ap- 
paratus is delivered to a second conveyor which car- 
ries the particles to a second slide. An eddy current 
magnet is arranged to have a magnetic face portk)n 
over which the second slide passes and over which 

20 the particles travel. A metal detection coil Is disposed 
over the eddy current magnet so that a magnetic field 
from the magnet undergoes a spatial reversal within 
an interior region of the detector coil. As a result, the 
net magnetic field within the interior region of the de- 

25 tector coil is approximately zero. The detector coil it- 
self is made of wire coiled in a "figure eight" shape 
having a pair of loops, so that inductive pickup in one 
of the loops acts to cancel Inductive pickup in the 
other of the loops. 

30 The eddy current magnet is formed from a plur- 

ality of individually insulated wire strands twisted to- 
gether In the form of a rope. The number and thick- 
ness of the wire strands Is selected based on the 
magnetic operating frequency. Specifically, the ra- 

35 dius of each wire In the strand is equal to the skin 
depth of penetration of electromagnetic energy of the 
frequency of operation of the magnetic. Thus the ra- 
dius of the wire Is given by the expression: 
C 

where C = the speed of light, ^ = the permeability of 
the wire, co = two pi times the frequency, and a = the 
conductivity of the wire. The magnet is cooled by 
bathing the twisted wire strands roped together in a 

^ cooling medium of very low electrical conductivity, 
such as deionized water or a mixture of deionized wa- 
ter and ethylene glycol. A non-conductive casing is 
provided around the magnet to prevent inductive loss 
of energy from the magnet to the casing, while pro- 

^ viding a conduit for the cooling medium. 

The eddy current magnet is energized by a sim- 
ple pumped resonant circuit with a high voltage DC 
power supply connected In series to a current limiting 
feed inductor. The inductor is connected to a silicon 

^ controlled rectifier gated by control circuitry. The out- 
put of the silicon controlled rectifier is connected to 
the eddy current magnet resonance capacitor and in- 
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ductor, which are in parallel. 

Figure 1 shows an overview of the system Incor- 
porating a sorter according to the invention. A prepro- 
cessor 1 can be optionally employed to remove fer- 
rous metals and glass and grit humus. Typically, solid 5 
waste material is subjected to a homogenizing step 
followed by a magnetic separation step in which most 
ferrous content is removed. The homogenizing may 
be shredding, flail milling, mixing or screening. Proc- 
ess materia] may then be transported via conveyor 3 io 
to a single separating unit 5 having first and second 
sections 7 and 9, respectively. The first section 7 is 
used for setecth^e non-magnetic detection of non-fer- 
rous materials. A mechanical system, such as a sole- 
noid and trap door arrangement, or a pneumatic sys- is 
tem is triggered to separate non-ferrous metallic par- 
ticles from non-metallic particles by an electronic sys- 
tem in which ferrous conductors are ignored. Alumi- 
nium, or other metals are then transported to second 
section 9, which employs an electromagnetic eddy 20 
current materials separator. This separator operates 
on the principle of electrically Induced eddy current 
repulsion as the means for accomplishing the sepa- 
ration of material. When separated, the materials can 
then be deposited at separate locations. 25 

Figure 2 illustrates a prior art electromagnetic de- 
tection system for non-ferrous metallic particles. As 
shown, conveyor 114 conveys solid waste in the form 
of non-metallic particles 110, ferrous metallic partic- 
les 113 and non-ferrous metallic particles or agglom- 30 
erates or masses 12 along conveyor 114 and then 
down slide 116 until they pass in the vicinity of detec^ 
tor coils 118. Detector coils 118 In association with 
electronic activation system 120 activate particle re- 
mover 122. As Figure 2 shows, particles slide down 35 
slide 116 and pass detector coll 118. This causes a 
change in the value of the Inductance of the coil. 

As shown in Figure 3, the prior art electronic de- 
tector employs a phase-lock loop 150, and detector 
coil drive circuit 152 along with detector coils 154. 40 
This forms a feedback loop in which the coll Is driven 
at an electrical resonant frequency determined by a 
quiescent coil Inductance with a parallel tank circuit 
capacitance. As the value of the inductance changes 
due to the proximity of an electrical conductor, t he op- 45 
erating frequency of the phase-lock loop changes and 
an error signal Is produced. The error signal under- 
goes high pass filtering In output frequency filter 156 
and is amplified In amplifier 156 to drive a time delay 
circuit 160. Time delay circuit 160 activates the non- so 
ferrous metallic particle remover 162 at an appropri- 
ate time to eject the separated materials. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view of an electronically ac- 
tivated separating portion of a system according to 
the invention. Conveyor 3 transports materials to be ss 
separated to an Input section 11 where the materials 
are dropped onto slide 13. Slide 13 can have multiple 
stages arranged in a serial feshion to form steps be- 



tween the stages. Figures 4 and 5 show two stages 
15 and 17, although additional stages may be env 
ployed. Each stage has at least one detector coil 19 
and a corresponding ejection mechanism, such as air 
nozzles 21 and 23 are connected through air conduits 
or hoses 25 and 27 to air reservoirs 29 and 31, re- 
spectively. 

The angle of inclination of slide 13 is adjustable 
using adjuster 33. Numerous adjustment mecha- 
nisn^ can be used, as Is known to those of ordinary 
skill in the art. As shown in Figures 4 and 5, the ad- 
justment mechanism has a pivotal connection 35 to 
a bracket 37 attached to slide 13. Adjuster 33 is fur- 
ther pivotally connected at its opposite end to a brack- 
et 39. The length of the slide Is further adjustable by 
changing the positioning of slide adjuster segments 
41 and 43, for example, using connector 45 through 
selected holes 47 and 49 of segments 41 and 43, re- 
spectively. 

The top view of the slide In Figure 6 shows detec- 
tor coils 19 placed in a staggered relatbnship at op- 
posite sides of the slide stage, so that materials to be 
separated pass over the staggered coils as they trav- 
el down the slide stage. As previously discussed, it is 
known to use an eddy current coil in a phase-lock loop 
circuit to cause a change in frequency as a result of 
Inductance changes produced by the proximity of fer- 
rous and non-ferrous materials to the colls. This al- 
lows an error signal to be generated to activate the 
ejection mechanisms such as air nozzles 21 and 23, 
at appropriate times. According to the present Inven- 
tion, a plurality of such eddy current coils are placed 
at end segments of the slide in a staggered relation. 
This minimizes cross talk between the coils and im- 
proves the sensitivity of detection by causing the 
coils to be physically separated from each other to a 
greater extent than would be possible if the coils were 
placed side by side. 

Material for separation that enters slide 13 is 
dropped from conveyor 3 and is subject to bouncing 
of the materials as they are fed onto the slide. As a 
result, the eddy current metal detectors 19 may miss 
aluminum cans orother Items in the feed material, be- 
cause they have bounced too far above the slide sur- 
face to be detected. In order to reduce such bouncing, 
curtains 51 are suspended above slide 13 near input 
section 11. The curtains are arranged to make con- 
tact with items as they bounce vertically and to pre- 
vent their further travel down the slide. Thus, the only 
items whteh pass beneath the curtains are those 
which are within the vertical detectton range of the 
detector colls. 

As previously discussed, the slope of the slide is 
adjustable with slide adjustment mechanism 33. it 
should also be noted that an additional adjustment 
mechanism 53 can be provided at the upper end of 
the slide 1 3. As shown in Figures 4 and 5, this can be 
accomplished with a simple pin and bracket mecha- 
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nism, or any other means as would be known to those 
of ordinary skill. 

Also as previously discussed, slide 13 has multi- 
ple stages. For example, step 55 at the end of stage 
1 5 causes materials not ejected from stage 1 5 to tunrv 
ble without bouncing onto stage 17. Thus, material, 
such as aluminum cans, are repositioned within the 
feed, if they were not detected by the first stage. This 
Improves the efficiency of separation over conven- 
tional systems which use only one stage. 

It should further be noted that the inclination of 
conveyor 3 feeding the system can be arranged so 
that the angle of Incline is beyond the angle of repose 
of the materials to be separated being fed. This caus- 
es piled material to fall back along the conveyor as it 
is transported, giving a feed leveling action which inv 
proves performance of the system. 

As previously discussed, based on an error sig- 
nal generated by a phase-lock loop circuit In response 
to inductance changes of the detector coils, air noz- 
zles are activated at appropriate times to cause ma- 
terials to be ejected, for example, Into catcher 55. Of 
course, a plurality of catchers can be used as deposit 
locations for different types of material. However, in 
order to assure that sufficient energy is imparted to 
the ejected materials to place them in the catchers, it 
is helpful to maximize the transfer of momentum from 
the air to the object being ejected. This can be accom- 
plished by arranging all air paths through the nozzles 
to be of equal effective length. Figure 7 shows an up- 
per air nozzle front plate which has a plurality of air 
paths 57 of equal effective length. Air enters common 
portion 59 after being transported from an air reser- 
voir. Air channels 57 are configured so that the effec- 
tive length of travel of air from common portion 59 to 
any nozzle is the same. As a result, each nozzle can 
transferthe maximum momentum of the air to the ob- 
ject being ejected. 

Figure 8 illustrates an eddy current metal detec- 
tion resonance circuit with self-tuning capability. The 
resonant frequency may drift from the optimum fre- 
quency as a result of thermal effects on the circuitry. 
Thus, drifts in the resonant frequency of resonant cir- 
cuit 61 are detected by frequency drift detector 63. 
This causes switches 65 to switch capacitors in ca- 
pacitor bank 67 into and out of resonant circuit 61, 
causing a correction in the resonant frequency. Such 
self-tuning can be done on a continuous or sampled 
basis and improves the accuracy of the system. 

As previously discussed, according to the inven- 
tion, concentrate material which has not been sepa- 
rated out into catchers 55 at the end of the elecfron- 
ically activated separating process can be further 
separated in a high-purity aluminum separator using 
magnetic techniques. In order to accomplish this, a 
live edge roller 69 collects the concentrate for further 
separation and delivers it to a conveyor for transport 
to the second sorting mechanism within the enclo- 



sure. It should be noted that large items, such as card- 
board, can jam the conveyor. To avoid this difficulty, 
bar screen 71 is placed over the conveyor collecting 
the concentrate to eliminate the larger itenns, which 

5 can cause material jams. Thus, only smaller iten^ are 
conveyed to the magnetic separation section for sep- 
aration of high-purity aluminum using eddy current 
separation methods. 

Figure 9 illustrates a prior art electromagnetic 

10 eddy current materials separator. In this system, a 
feedstream of concentrate is introduced to the field of 
eddy current magnet 201 along a path indicated by a 
line from point 219 to point 219A, which path lies out- 
skie fringe field region 212 and carries the feedstock 

15 directly into the region of strongest influence of mag- 
neticf ield 214. The feedstream trajectory is smoothly 
changed by deceleration slide 227 to a direction op- 
timum for entry of the feedstock into the region near 
the surface of eddy current magnet 201 , where the in- 

20 teraction of the magnetic field with the feedstock will 
be strongest. Upon interaction with the magnetic field 
of the eddy current magnet 201, non-ferrous metals 
in the feedstream are pulsed transversely out of the 
feedstream into product stream 231 or the middling 

25 stream 232 and are collected in corresponding repo- 
sitories. Non-metallics and ferrous metals are not re- 
pulsed by the magnetic field of the eddy current mag- 
net 201 and fall into tailing stream 233. 

A plurality of relatively low amplitude current puls- 

30 es activate magnet 201. Each pulse is too small to 
give rise to sufficient repulsive force to effect separa- 
tion of a non-ferrous metal from the feedstream. How- 
ever, the cumulative effect of a plurality of successive 
impulses is sufficient to effect separation of non-fer- 

35 rous metal from the feedstream. By detecting metals 
in the feedstream through the use of metal detector 
265 and activating power unit 202 only upon a signal 
from the metal detector, eddy current magnet 201 can 
be activated only when non-ferrous metals are pres- 

40 ent In the region of strongest Influence of the magnet- 
ic field. Metal detector 265 nr^y, for example, be lo- 
cated externally to the eddy current magnet region 
adjacent the feedstream at a point upstream of the 
eddy current magnet. Typically this distance up- 

45 stream is about 1 foot Knowing the velocity of the 
feedstream and the distance between metal detector 
265 and the region of strongest influence of the mag- 
netic field 21 4 of eddy current magnetic 201 , a proper 
time lag may be introduced between the occurrence 

so of the detection signal from the metal detector and 
the time at which power unit 202 is activated, so that 
the metallics which were detected by metal detector 
265 will be within the region of strongest Influence of 
the magnetic field 214 when eddy current magnetic 

55 201 Is activated. While it would be possible to locate 
metal detector 265 directly in the region of strongest 
influence of the magnetic field and activate the eddy 
current nnagnet immediately upon metal detection. 
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the intense magnetic fields at the magnet damage 
the metal detector inductive pickup coil. Thus, as pre- 
viously discussed, it has been necessary to locate the 
metal detector coll at a distance approximately one 
foot upstream from the eddy current magnet. This ar- 
rangement, though workable, has the disadvantage 
that the time between detection of aluminum cans 
and firing of the magnet is sufficiently long so that va- 
riattons in feed material speed significantly effect 
performance. 

According to the Invention, a new geometry of 
the metal detector coil is disclosed. As shown in Fig- 
ure 11. the coil is arranged In an "figure eight" geonv 
etry. Each interconnected coil is Figure 11 typically 
has ten counterclockwise turns of wire. The typical 
outside dimensions of the outermost wire loops are 7 
7/8" by 2 1/2", with the outside dinnenslons getting 
progressively smaller as the wire coDs Inward toward 
the center. Thus, the overall coil 2 is arranged with a 
pair of loops 4 and 6 in a figure eight configuration. 
The two loops 4 and 6 are interconnected such that 
their inductive responses to magnetic pulses through 
them are 180 degrees out of phase. When the metal 
detector coil is placed directly over the magnet face, 
the magnetic field from the magnet undergoes a spa- 
tial reversal within the Interior region of the detector 
coil. Thus, at any given time, the net magnette field 
integrated over the interior regions along a center line 
8, as shown In Figure 11, is nearly zero. This minimiz- 
es inductive pickup by the detection coil from the 
magnet. Figure 12 illustrates detector coil 2 located 
over a portion of the magnet 10 and the resulting 
magnetic field profile 12. As illustrated in Figure 12, 
the magnetic field equal zero along the center of the 
magnetic coil. 

The "figure eight" configuration of the metal de- 
tection coil minimizes inductive pickup by the coil 
from the eddy current magnet when It is energized, 
particularly when a piece of metal in the feedstream 
distorts the nnagnetic field from the magnet. The "fig- 
ure eight" geometry acts so that inductive pickup by 
one of the loops 4, 6 adds to cancel the Inductive pick- 
up from the other loop of the figure eight, as previous- 
ly discussed. 

Figure 13a illustrates a prior art eddy current 
magnet 201 which employs a flat pancake coll 254 
made from round, hollow copper tubing 255. The hol- 
low interior of the copper tubing is coupled to a water 
pumping circuit to allow water to flow through the tub- 
ing for cooling purposes. A structural support or fra- 
mework, not illustrated, prevents movement of the 
turns of the coil relative to each other as electrical 
current passes through it. Figure 13b illustrates an al- 
ternative prior art embodiment in which laminated 
conductor 256 Is used for the magnetic winding 254 
in place of round, hollow copper tubing 255. Laminat- 
ed conductor 256 can be made of a steel support hav- 
ing a backing layer 257 and bore 257Aforthe cooling 



fluid with a copper conductor 258 affixed to support 
257. 

Figure 14 illustrates an improved electromagnet 
according to the present Invention for high-purity 

5 magnetic separation. It should be noted that metal 
detector coil 2, previously discussed, would be locat- 
ed over region 14 of magnet 16. Magnet 16 includes 
cooling passages 18 in which a cooling medium of 
very low electrical conductivity, such as deionlzed 

TO water or a mixture of detonized water and ethylene 
glycol, is placed. Regular tap water Is not used since 
the magnet would suffer damage from electrolysis 
due to the high voltages present. Within the cooling 
passages 18 are located multi-stranded wires 20. 

15 Each multi-strand is formed from a plurality of individ- 
ually insulated wires twisted together to form a rope. 
A rope made from hundreds of strands of such wire is 
desirable. The number of ropes and the gauge of 
each wire used in the strand Is a function of the op- 

20 erating frequency of the magnet The radius of the 
wire strand should be equal to the skin depth of pen- 
etration of electromagnetic energy at the frequency of 
the operation of the magnet. This is given by the for- 
mula: 

25 C 

V27r^o><T 

where C = the speed of light, \i = permeability of the 
medium, a> = 2 n f (f equals frequency), and a = con- 
ductivity of the medium. It should also be noted that 
magnet 16 Is encased in a casing of nonconductlve 
material to prevent inductive loss of energy from the 
magnet to the casing. If the casing were made from 
a conductive material, such as metal, such inductive 
loss of energy would occur. 

Figure 1 5 shows a single pumped resonant circuit 
used to drive the eddy current magnet, according to 
the invention. The circuit is less complex, less expen- 
sive and more reliable than prior art circuits, such as 
those disclosed in U.S. Patent 4,069.145. The drive 

^ circuit incorporates a current limiting feed inductor 22 
and a silicon controlled rectifier switch 24 gated by 
control circuitry 26 connected to the eddy current 
magnetic resonance capacitor 28 and eddy current 
magnet 30. The drive circuit is energized by the high 

^ voltage DC power supply 32 based on detections 
made by metal detector coil 2 such that silicon con- 
trolled rectifier switch 24 is switched on by control cir- 
cuit 26 In response to these detecttons. Switching on 
silicon controlled rectifier switch 24 causes electrical 

^ current to flow from power supply 32 through the 
eddy currant magnet 30, which then resonates with 
capacitor 28. This resonance is then pumped once 
per resonate cycle by further switching silicon control- 
led rectifier 24 at appropriate times during the cycle 

^ in response to gate signals from control circuitry 26. 
This pumping sequence continues for a time suffi- 
cient for the metallic particles which initiated the se- 
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quence to be ejected, such time being typically the 
time required for ten to fifty resonant cycles to occur. 

Figure 16 illustrates an assembly of the magnetic 
separator according to the invention. As shown in Fig- 
ure 16, material to be subjected to high-purity sepa- 5 
ration is first preconcentrated by separator 34» as 
shown in Figure 4, and transported by conveyor 36 to 
be dropped on slide 38. Curtains 40 operate to pre- 
vent bouncing materials from sliding down slide 38. 
An eddy current magnet 42 and metal detector 44 are io 
incorporated in the manner as previously discussed 
for the prior art electromagnetic eddy current material 
separator. 

While specific embodiments of the invention 
have been described and illustrated, it will be clear is 
that variations in the details of the embodiments spe- 
cifically Illustrated and described may be made with- 
out departing from the true spirit and scope of the in- 
vention as defined in the appended claims. 



Claims 



1. An apparatus for separating particles in a mixture 
of ferrous and non-ferrous metallic and non-met- 
allic materials, the apparatus comprising: 

an Intake disposed to receive the particles 
and deposit the particles in a first conveyor; 

a multi-stage slide, the stages being dis- 



3. The apparatus recited in claim 1 further compris- 
ing a slope adjuster for varying angle of inclina- 
tion of at least one of the stages of the multi-sta- 
ge slide. 



4. The apparatus recited in claim 1, wherein the 
conveyor is adjustable to an angle of inclination 
greater than an angle of repose of the particles, 
whereby particles piled In the conveyor fall back 
to a predetermined vertical height. 

5. The apparatus recited in claim 1 , wherein the par- 
ticle removal mechantem Is an air nozzle activat- 
ed at a time relative to the phase error signal to 
eject predetermined particles into one of the de- 
posit locations. 

6. The apparatus recited in daim 5, wherein air path 
lengths through respective nozzles are approxi- 
mately equal and wherein momentum imparted to 
the particles by each air nozzle is approximately 
equal. 

7. The apparatus recited in claim 1 , wherein each 
stage of the multi-stage slide comprises a plural- 
ity of detector coils disposed in a staggered rela- 
tionship laterally across from one another on op- 
posite sides of the slide. 

25 8. The apparatus recited in claim 7, wherein the cir- 
cuit for generating a frequency phase error signal 
comprises a self tuned resonant circuit 

9. The apparatus recited in claim 8, wherein the self 
tuned resonant circuit comprises a plurality of ca- 
pacitors and switches, the switches being oper- 
able to switch capacitors in and out of the circuit 
to maintain a resonant frequency within a prede- 
fined range of a predetermined resonant frequen- 
cy. 

10. The apparatus recited in claim 1, further compris- 
ing: 

a second conveyor disposed to receive 
the ejected particles and to carry the particles to 
a second slide having a sikle portion on which 
slide portion the particles slide; 

an eddy current magnet having a magnet- 
ic face portion over which the slide portion of the 
second slide passes; and 

a detection coil disposed over the eddy 
current magnet so that a magnetic field from the 
magnet undergoes a spatial reversal within an in- 
terior region of the detection coll. 

11. The apparatus recited in claim 10, wherein the 
net magnetic field within the interior region of the 
detectton coil is near zero. 

55 12. The apparatus recited in claim 10, wherein the 
metal detection coil comprises wire colled in a fig- 
ure eight shape. 



posed end to end, a first stage being disposed to 30 
receive particles falling from the conveyor and 
each additional stage physically positioned in a 
discontinuous, stepped relationship with the pre- 
ceding stage, whereby unejected particles from 
each stage tumble to the preceding stage; 35 

each stage having at least one detector 
cofl with changing inductance depending on the 
proximity of non-ferrous materials, a circuit for 
generating a frequency phase error signal re- 
sponsive to the changing inductance of the coll, 40 
and a particle removal mechanism activated by 
the frequency phase error signal to eject certain 
of the particles having predetermined properties; 
and 

deposit locattons for the ejected and une- 45 
jected particles. 

2. The apparatus recited in claim 1 further compris- 
ing anti-bounce curtains positioned proximate to 
the first stage of the multi-stage slide to contact so 
particles entering the slide, thereby reducing 
bouncing of the particles. 
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13. The apparatus recited in claim 8, wherein the fig- 
ure eight shape comprises a pair of wire loops, 
and wherein inductive pickup in one of the loops 
acts to cancel inductive pickup in the other of the 
loops. 

14. The apparatus recited in claim 10, wherein the 
magnet comprises a plurality of individually insu- 
lated wire strands twisted together. 

15. The apparatus recited in claim 14, wherein the 
number of wire strands in the plurality is selected 
In a predetermined relation to magnet operating 
frequency. 

16. The apparatus recited in claim 14, wherein a ra- 
dius of each wire is selected in a predetermined 
relatton to magnet operating frequency. 

17. The apparatus recited in claim 1 6, wherein the ra- 
dius of each wire equals the skin depth of pene- 
tration of electromagnetic energy of the frequen- 
cy of operation of the magnet. 

1 8. The apparatus recited in claim 1 6, wherein the ra- 
dius of the wire is 



where C=speed of light, ^=permeab^l^ty of the 
wire; (d=27i firequency; a=conductivity of the wire. 

19. The apparatus recited in claim 14, further com- 
prising a cooling medium of very low electrical 
conductivity, the cooling medium surrounding 
the twisted wire strands. 

20. The apparatus recited in claim 19, wherein the 
cooling medium is deionized water. 

21. The apparatus recited In claim 19. wherein the 
cooling medium is a mixture of deionized water 
and ethylene glycol. 

22. The apparatus recited in claim 10, further com- 
prising a non-conductive casing around the mag- 



23. The apparatus recited In daim 10. wherein the 
eddy current magnet comprises an electromag- 
net driven by a pumped resonant circuit. 
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